
Teacher’s Guide for Somehow 
Connected to Me in Some 
Way 

Introduction 
This teacher’s guide is designed to help educators incorporate the poetry collection 
Somehow Connected to Me in Some Way by Julian Montgomery into the classroom. This 
book includes humorous, heartwarming, and imaginative poems perfect for students in 
upper elementary and middle school. The guide includes ready-to-use lesson plans, 
discussion questions, and writing prompts to spark creativity, personal expression, and 
literary appreciation.	

Lesson Plan 1: Exploring Humor in Poetry 
Objective: Students will analyze how humor is used in poetry to engage readers and express 
ideas.	

Poems:	

Tickling the Ivories	

The Dude Who Became Food	

Number Twosie Susie	

Invisible	

Out of Control	

Activities:	

• Read or play the selected poem(s) aloud in class.	

• Discuss what makes them funny (e.g., exaggeration, surprise endings, playful language, 
wordplay).	

• Students draw a picture of their favorite part of one of the poems.	

• In small groups, students create a humorous poetry reading with funny voices and/or 
sound effects.	

Lesson Plan 2: Poetry & Personal Experience 
Objective: Recognize how poetry can be inspired by real life experiences.	



Poems:	

My Noni (Grandma)	

A Cat Named Penny	

The Big Move	

Beautiful, Curly, Natural Hair	

A Grateful Little Kid	

Desk Job Dad Bod	

Activities:	

• Discuss how the author uses personal stories to create poetry. Reference the Behind the 
Poetry section to learn what inspired the author.	

• Invite students to write a short poem about a memorable moment from their own life, a 
family member, or someone else close to them.	

• Share poems aloud and create a class poetry wall or booklet.	

Lesson Plan 3: Playing with Perspective 
Objective: Analyze how different perspectives shape poetic voice.	

Poems: 	

From an Introvert’s Perspective	

Thermostat Power	

The Musician	

Activities:	

• Discuss who is speaking in the poem and what they care about.	

• Students write a poem from the perspective of an everyday object (e.g., a pencil, sneaker, 
or refrigerator).	

• Pair and share for peer feedback and revision.	

Discussion Questions 
• What poem surprised you the most? Why?	

• What do these poems reveal about the poet’s personality?	

• How does the poet use rhyme and rhythm? How does it affect the way the poem feels?	



• Which poem do you relate to the most? Explain your connection.	

• How is reading poetry different from reading narrative books?	

Writing Prompts 
• Write your own funny poem about a family member.	

• Create a poem about what it would be like to turn into your favorite food.	

• Make up your own silly saying or think about a saying you’re familiar with (like “cat got 
your tongue”) and write a poem that imagines where it came from.	

• Write a poem about something you really enjoying doing.	

• Create a poem about a game you enjoy playing.	

• Write a poem about what it’s like to have a sibling or if you don’t have any siblings, write a 
poem about what it’s like to be an only child.	

• Write a poem about something you can’t do that you wish you could do (Ex: flying through 
the sky, running 100 miles per hour, live without needing to sleep, time travel, be 
invisible).	

• Create a poem about your pet or your favorite animal.	

• Write a poem about something that makes you unique.	

• Write a poem about a place anywhere in the world you have visited or a place you would 
like to visit.	

• Write a poem about what you do or don’t like about reading.	

Additional Content 
This teacher’s guide as well as coloring book content can be downloaded from https://
somehowconnectedtomeinsomeway.com.

https://somehowconnectedtomeinsomeway.com
https://somehowconnectedtomeinsomeway.com
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